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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Brief Glimpses of Unfamiliar Loring Park Aspects; Wherein an 
Account is given of Interesting and Memorable Events 
which have hapncd in this Valley, with Agreeable Inquiren- 
does into the lives of Certain of its Pioneers to which is Ap- 
pended a Chapter of More Flippant Sort {Composed for the 
Lighter-Minded) having to do with the Pleasant Adventures 
of One Dad Houghton, the Whole Most Diverting to the 
Reader. By A. J. Russell. (Minneapolis, Leonard H. 
Wells, 1919. 181 p. Illustrated) 

This charming little book, by the author of Fourth Street,^ 
presents an entirely new picture of the Lowry Hill district of 
Minneapolis. It is difficult for one who knows the Harmon Place 
and Loring Park of to-day to conceive of them as having once 
formed part of a wooded valley through which a brook made its 
way into Bassett's Creek. "How many of those who now travel 
Hennepin Avenue in ever growing numbers look down and see, 
twelve or fifteen feet under the present surface of the avenue, the 
blue waters of the Lost Brook that once ran there?" 

Starting with the story of the early farming operations near 
Johnson's Lake, Mr. Russell recounts the changes which resulted 
as more settlers took up land in that vicinity. He construes the 
phrase "Loring Park" very freely, and includes all the valley be- 
low the "Lowry Hill Range." A reproduction of the Pond map 
of the Lake Calhoun district illustrates the discussion of various 
Indian trails which passed through the valley. It is suggested 
that such routes might well be marked as mementoes of an his- 
toric past. 

"Accuracy and historical research, while they have not been 
avoided, have not been primarily sought, but the attempt has 
been made to obtain old time flavors and aspects," and in this the 
writer has been successful. There is a freshness about these 
sketches which is pleasing. Nevertheless, it is evident that time 
and study have been devoted to the problem of the early settle- 

^See review in the Bulletin for November, 1917 (p. 274). 
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ment of the district, a fact which makes the book of vahie to the 
student of the history of Minneapolis. It is attractively bound, 
printed on good paper, and is illustrated with numerous pictures 
of such early settlers as Joseph Johnson, Oliver Gray, and C. M. 
Loring. It certainly is "Most Diverting to the Reader." 

WiLLOUGHBY M. BaBCOCK Jr. 

John P. Williamson, a Brother to the Sioux. By Winifred W. 
Barton. (New York, etc., Fleming H. Revell Company, 
1919. 269 p. Illustrated) 

The author of this book set out to write a popular biography 
of an heroic figure in the home missionary field, and she has suc- 
ceeded fairly well. The Reverend John P. Williamson was one 
of a number of devoted men who undertook to carry Christianity 
to the Sioux beyond the frontier. His father, Dr. Thomas S. 
Williamson, the Pond brothers, and Stephen R. Riggs labored at 
the task for years. Results were slow in appearing, however, and 
it was not until after the Sioux outbreak of 1862 that their efforts 
began to bear much fruit. John P. Williamson and his^ friend, 
Alfred L. Riggs, grew to manhood among the Sioux of Minne- 
sota and were well fitted to continue the work of the Dakota mis- 
sion. The first three chapters of the book deal with Williamson's 
early life at the mission stations, his struggle for an education, 
and the beginning of his ministry. After his ordination he himt- 
■ self became a missionary at Redwood, near the Lower Sioux 
Agency, and at the request of the Indian agent interpreted the 
rash statement of the trader Myrick at a council shortly before 
the outbreak of August, 1862. It is to be regretted that the au- 
thor has not indicated the source of her information about this 
important council. The remainder of the book is devoted to an 
account of the religious and educational work which Williamson 
carried on at various Indian reservations in the Dakotas. The 
biography gives an interesting view of the progress of the Indians 
from barbarism to civilization under the guidance of the mis- 
sionaries. 

The author has quoted extensively from Stephen R. Riggs's 
Mary and I, and from other books, but failure to give page refer- 



